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Emergency Preparedness (Storm Awareness) 
 
Here is a website that can help put into perspective the importance and 
practicality of being prepared for the unexpected, or expected, just not to 
you… right?   Even though this is focused on JoCo Kansas, it is a good resource 
for all communities.  Check out the website and start or modify your 
emergency plan for your family and yourself.   

Visit:  http://www.joco72.org/home 
 
 

The beauty of Holy Week and Easter 
I look forward to Holy Week each year as the most celebrated time in our Christian heritage.  It 
is the time that marks the most solemn and joyous parts of the journey of Jesus.  I hope that all 
will carve out time to spend several evenings at Resurrection worshiping in several different 
liturgies as we culminate our Lenten journey with the Great Vigil of Easter and Easter Day.  
After Palm Sunday there will be a service Monday through Saturday beginning at 7:00 pm.  The 
Triduum is marked by the three services of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and the Great Vigil 
of Easter. There will be incense at the Saturday Vigil service.  Easter Sunday will have one 
service beginning at 10:30 followed by an Easter Egg Hunt for children and youth. Look for plans 
to help Gabriella prepare eggs for Easter Sunday festivities. 
 
 

Two important Feast Days celebrated this week   
 
 The Feast of St. Joseph:  March 20th 
We know Joseph respected God. He followed God's commands in handling the situation with 
Mary and going to Jerusalem to have Jesus circumcised and Mary purified after Jesus' birth. We 
are told that he took his family to Jerusalem every year for Passover, something that could not 
have been easy for a working man. 
Since Joseph does not appear in Jesus' public life, at his death, or resurrection, many historians 
believe Joseph probably had died before Jesus entered public ministry. 
According to the Catholic Encyclopedia, the Apocryphal Date for Joseph's birth is 90 BC in 
Bethlehem and the Apocryphal Date of his death is July 20, AD 18 in Nazareth. 
Joseph is the patron saint of the dying because, assuming he died before Jesus' public life, he 
died with Jesus and Mary close to him, the way we all would like to leave this earth. 
Joseph is also patron saint of the Universal Church, families, fathers, expectant mothers 
(pregnant women), travelers, immigrants, house sellers and buyers, craftsmen, engineers, and 
working people in general. 
We celebrate two feast days for Joseph: March 19 for Joseph the Husband of Mary and May 1 
for Joseph the Worker. March 19 has been the most commonly celebrated feast day for Joseph, 
and it wasn't until 1955 that Pope Pius XII established the Feast of "St. Joseph the Worker" to 
be celebrated on May 1. This is also May Day (International Workers' Day) and believed to 
reflect Joseph's status as the patron of workers. 
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Many places and churches all over the world are named after St. Joseph, including the Spanish 
form, San Jose, which is the most commonly named place in the world. Joseph is considered by 
many to also be the patron saint of the New World; of the countries China, Canada, Korea, 
Mexico, Austria, Belgium, Croatia, Peru, Vietnam; of the regions Carinthia, Styria, Tyrol, Sicily; 
and of several main cities and dioceses. 
In art, Joseph is typically portrayed as an older man, with grey hair and a beard, often balding, 
sometimes appearing frail and a marginal figure next to Mary and Jesus, if not entirely in the 
background. Some statues of Joseph show his staff topped with flowers. St. Joseph is shown 
with the attributes of a carpenter's square or tools, the infant Jesus, his lily blossomed staff, 
two turtle doves, or a spikenard. 
There is much we still wish we could know about Joseph -- exactly where and when he was 
born, how he spent his days, exactly when and how he died. But Scripture has left us with the 
most important knowledge: who he was -- "a righteous man" (Matthew 1:18). 
 
 
 The Annunciation of our Lord; March 25th 
The feast of the Annunciation, now recognized as a solemnity, was first celebrated in the fourth 
or fifth century. Its central focus is the Incarnation: God has become one of us. From all eternity 
God had decided that the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity should become human. Now, as 
Luke 1:26-38 tells us, the decision is being realized. The God-Man embraces all humanity, 
indeed all creation, to bring it to God in one great act of love. Because human beings have 
rejected God, Jesus will accept a life of suffering and an agonizing death: “No one has greater 
love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends” (John 15:13). 
 
Mary has an important role to play in God’s plan. From all eternity, God destined her to be the 
mother of Jesus and closely related to him in the creation and redemption of the world. We 
could say that God’s decrees of creation and redemption are joined in the decree of 
Incarnation. Because Mary is God’s instrument in the Incarnation, she has a role to play with 
Jesus in creation and redemption. It is a God-given role. It is God’s grace from beginning to end. 
Mary becomes the eminent figure she is only by God’s grace. She is the empty space where God 
could act. Everything she is she owes to the Trinity. 
 
Mary is the virgin-mother who fulfills Isaiah 7:14 in a way that Isaiah could not have imagined. 
She is united with her son in carrying out the will of God (Psalm 40:8-9; Hebrews 10:7-9; Luke 
1:38). 
 
Together with Jesus, the privileged and graced Mary is the link between heaven and earth. She 
is the human being who best, after Jesus, exemplifies the possibilities of human existence. She 
received into her lowliness the infinite love of God. She shows how an ordinary human being 
can reflect God in the ordinary circumstances of life. She exemplifies what the Church and 
every member of the Church is meant to become. She is the ultimate product of the creative 
and redemptive power of God. She manifests what the Incarnation is meant to accomplish for 
all of us. 
 



 3 

 What are Feast Days? 
The Church assigns one date out of the year for each and every canonized saint — known as the 
saint’s feast day. The saints are remembered on their individual feast days with special 
mention, prayers, and possibly a scripture reading. 
 
A saint’s feast day can be the day of their actual death or a day assigned by the Church. 
Typically, the Church only assigns a day when the day of death is unknown or if several other 
saints are already assigned to that day. The number of canonized saints, however, is greater 
than the number of days in a calendar year. So two or more saints often share the same feast 
day. Because overlap often occurs, and the Church isn’t sure of the date of death of some 
saints, other calendar dates are sometimes chosen — such as the day that the saint was 
canonized. 
 
Some saints’ feasts are only celebrated in the particular saint’s town or country. Others are 
internationally celebrated. For example, St. Patrick’s Day, March 17, is celebrated in Ireland, 
because St. Patrick is the patron saint of the entire nation. St. Patrick’s Day is also celebrated in 
many areas of the United States due to the Irish immigrants who crossed the Atlantic. Many 
U.S. dioceses have cathedrals dedicated to St. Patrick, or he’s the patron saint of the diocese. 
Celebrating the Feast of St. Patrick is a big occasion and a solemnity, a full-blown liturgical feast, 
in such places. In other places, such as Italy, Spain, France, Poland, and Germany, St. Patrick’s 
feast day isn’t celebrated with the same fanfare. 
 
Another example is St. Joseph’s Day, March 19, which is celebrated in Canada and Europe with 
more hoopla than in the United States. He’s the patron of the universal Church and the head of 
the holy family, which refers to Jesus, Mary, and Joseph during the first 30 years of Jesus’ life. 
Mediterranean people remember him in particular with special foods and festivities, and his 
day is also a full solemnity all over the world. If his feast day falls on a Friday in Lent, then 
abstinence from meat and any fasting are dispensed to give the day full recognition. The reason 
is obvious due to the belief about Joseph’s role in the early life of Jesus: As the husband of Mary 
and foster father of Jesus, he took care of Mary and Jesus. 
 
On some feast days, Catholics process through the streets and host festivals with plenty of 
pomp and circumstance. And with some feasts, parishes often have a special Mass and may 
even have a nine-day novena, which usually concludes on the day of the feast itself. 
In addition, on the feast days of the founders of religious orders, the religious orders that they 
founded usually honor the feast of their founder with a healthy mix of praying and partying. 
You can find saints for different places and saints for different occasions. The idea isn’t to 
replace or diminish the role of Christ as the one sole mediator but to show how the family of 
faith continues to remain a part of each member in different ways. 
 
Blessings to all!  
 

Fr. David 


